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Abstract

This report presents results of a review of three of the most commonly used primary math
curricula in the United States in 2018.



Upon reviewing data from the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, we found the most
common curricula in the United States for grades K-2 and 3-5 includes EnVision Math, Everyday
Mathematics, and Math Expressions [2]. We conducted an in-depth analysis of the curricula to
create a comprehensive K-5 math topic curriculum review.

For grades K-2, we reviewed the two most popular curricula, EnVision Math from Scott
Foresman/Pearson and Everyday Mathematics from the Everyday Learning/McGraw-Hill; taken
together, these account for about 57% of the textbooks used in K-2 classes in the 2014-15 school
year [2]. For grades 3-5, we reviewed EnVision Math [3] from Scott Foresman/Pearson, Everyday
Mathematics [4] from the Everyday Learning/McGraw-Hill, and Math Expressions [5] from
Houghton-Miftlin/Harcourt. These resources account for roughly 45% of the textbooks used in
grades 3-5. All of these curricula are mapped to the Common Core Math Standards [7].

The results of our curriculum review are summarized in Figure 1. The topics covered across grades
remained consistent, with the presentation and organization of them differing across curricula. We
found that the majority of classroom time in elementary math is devoted to arithmetic, place value,
and fractions. In the Common Core Math Standards, these topics correspond to the domains of
Number & Operations and Operations & Algebraic Thinking. Though the Common Core standards
also include domains for Geometry and Measurement & Data, the most common math curricula
devote fewer lessons to these topics.

Because schools adopt new curricula only every few years, we were concerned that our curriculum
review might not reflect current best practices in math education [2]. To address this potential
issue, we supplemented our review with recent recommendations for effective math instruction
[6][1]. The relevant results of our curriculum review are summarized in Figure 1. We found that
the majority of classroom time in primary math is devoted to arithmetic, place value, and fractions.
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Figure 1. A summary of topics covered in primary math.
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